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CITY  OF  LIVERPOOL. 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  to  the 
Education  Authority  for  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1941. 


1.  The  Medical  Officer  submits,  herewith,  his  Report  for  the  year 
1941,  on  the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Service,  which  Report,  owing 
to  the  need  for  economising  paper,  has  accordingly  been  materially 
abbreviated.  At  the  outset  the  Medical  Officer  would  like  to  express 
his  great  appreciation  of  the  services  of  Dr.  R.  Gamlin,  not  only  in  the 
production  of  the  present  report  but  also  for  the  standard  which  he  has 
set  in  regard  to  the  work  of  his  department  during  the  past  as  in  the 
preceding  years. 

2.  Certain  changes  have  occurred  in  the  medical  and  dental 
personnel  and  these  are  indicated  in  the  Table  given  at  the  front  of 
the  Report.  The  department,  nevertheless,  has  been  able  to  cope  with 
these  changes  by  securing  the  whole-time  services  of  five  married  medical 
women,  and  the  part-time  services  of  four  private  dental  practitioners, 
whilst  a  certain  number  of  women  without  nursing  qualifications  have 
been  engaged  to  assist  in  those  parts  of  the  work  for  which  nursing 
qualifications  are  not  essential.  By  these  means,  and  with  the  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  all  concerned,  all  the  various  sections  of  the  service,  instru¬ 
mental  for  securing  the  health  of  the  school  population,  have  been  well 
maintained. 

Most  of  the  doctors  and  nurses  continue  to  take  responsibilities  for 
the  running  of  the  various  First  Aid  Posts,  and  Dr.  Grace  McConkey 
was  officially  “  commended  for  brave  conduct  in  Civil  Defence  ”  whilst 
in  charge  of  one  of  these  posts. 
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3.  The  Camp  School  and  the  Residential  Special  Schools,  which 
have  been  established  in  the  reception  areas,  have  proved  themselves 
to  be  valuable  adjuncts  to  the  evacuation  scheme  as  well  as  effective 
auxiliaries  in  the  Education  Authority’s  arrangements  for  improving 
the  health  of  the  children. 


4.  Following  the  joint  circular  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  (No.  2306) 
and  the  Board  of  Education  (No.  1544),  dealing  with  lice  infestation, 
the  Director  of  Education  arranged  several  meetings  of  head  teachers 
to  discuss  the  question  of  inaugurating  an  educational  campaign,  as 
advised  in  this  circular.  At  these  meetings  there  were  also  present 
H  is  Majesty’s  and  the  Committee’s  Inspectors,  and  medical  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  School  Medical  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Departments.  During  the  course  of  the  discussion,  which  included 
the  great  increase  in  prevalence  of  scabies,  the  teachers  pointed  out 
that  it  was  desirable,  if  they  were  to  speak  effectively  and  authorita¬ 
tively  on  these  matters,  that  they  be  provided  with  up-to-date  knowledge 
on  the  questions  at  issue,  and  they  advocated  the  drawing  up  of  a 
memorandum.  Accordingly  a  small  booklet  was  prepared  by  Dr. 
Gamlin,  a  copy  of  which  was  authorised  by  the  Education  Committee, 
to  be  sent  to  each  teacher. 


5.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  4  of  the  Health  Committee’s  cleans¬ 
ing  stations  were  being  used  as  scabies  treatment  centres,  at  which 
6  Health  Visitors  were  employed.  With  the  rapid  increase  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  cases  being  reported,  further  treatment  centres  became  urgently 
necessary  but  there  were  no  more  suitable  premises  available  where 
disinfectors  were  already  installed  and  it  was  not  possible  to  purchase 
them.  Accordingly,  the  City  Electrical  Engineer  was  consulted,  who 
arranged  for  the  making  of  special  hot-air  disinfectors,  electrically 
heated  and  thermostatically  controlled.  As  these  disinfectors  became 
available,  new  centres  were  opened  so  that  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
number  of  baths  for  treatment  had  been  increased  from  G  to  30,  and 
further  schemes  were  in  hand  for  the  opening  of  still  more  treatment 
centres.  At  all  of  these  centres,  not  only  are  school  children  treated 
but  also  pre-school  children  and  female  adult  members  of  the  families. 

Experience  has  sho’wn  that  for  the  solving  of  the  scabies  problem, 
there  must  be  intelligent  co-operation  on  the  part  of  all  concerned. 

An  interesting  example  of  the  truth  of  this  statement  occurred  during 
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the  year.  Tn  a  certain  private  residential  school,  where  there  were 
260  hoarders,  a  succession  of  cases  of  scabies  had  been  occurring  over 
a  period  of  several  months  and  the  assistance  of  the  School  Medical 
Department  was  sought.  One  of  the  school  medical  officers  was  sent 
to  the  school  to  investigate  and  to  inspect  all  the  hoarders  and  staff. 
As  a  result  of  this  inspection,  134  cases  of  scabies  were  discovered  and 
33  other  cases  suffering  from  a  sulphur  dermatitis  as  a  result  of  too 
energetic  treatment  with  sulphur.  On  September  25th,  10  of  the 
health  visitors  were  sent  to  the  school  to  give  the  affected  cases  Benzyl 
Benzoate  treatment,  and  by  October  3rd  all  but  7  cases  were  regarded 
as  cured,  and  by  the  end  of  the  month  the  disease  had  been 
eradicated.  An  interesting  feature  was  the  fact  that  the  whole 
of  the  treatment  was  carried  out  on  the  school  premises,  without  the 
aid  of  any  mechanical  disinfector,  the  staff  arranging  for  all  wash¬ 
able  clothing  which  could  be  boiled  to  be  so  treated  and  the  remainder 
soaked  in  a  disinfectant  prior  to  washing. 

When  all  affected  members  of  a  household  attend  the  clinics  regularly 
they  likewise  can  be  expeditiously  cured,  but,  unfortunately,  many  cases 
drag  on  for  a  month  or  more,  either  as  a  result  of  irregular  attendances 
or  because  they  become  re-infected  by  other  members  of  the  family 
who  are  not  receiving  treatment.  It  was  for  this  latter  reason  that 
the  Scabies  Order  was  devised  to  strengthen  the  powers  of  Local 
Authorities  in  dealing  with  both  scabies  and  pediculosis. 

6.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that,  despite  the  war,  the  nutrition 
of  the  children  appears  to  be  improving. 

As  pointed  out  in  previous  Reports,  statistical  evidence  based  on 
nutrition  surveys  alone  are  none  too  reliable,  but  these  figures,  taken 
in  conjunction  with  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  Liverpool  School 
Medical  Officers,  make  it  appear  that  since  1938  there  has  been  a  definite 
improvement  in  the  nutritional  standard  of  the  Liverpool  school 
children.  To  what  can  this  be  attributed1? 

In  the  past,  although  a  considerable  amount  of  knowledge  had  been 
acquired  as  to  what  constitutes  a  satisfactory  dietary,  such  knowledge 
had  been  regarded  by  the  public  as  being  a  matter  more  of  academic 
interest  than  as  one  requiring  tn  be  put  into  practical  application, 
yet  it  was  known  that  the  dietary  of  many  families,  particularly  of 
the  lower  income  group,  was  often  lacking  in  certain  essential  nutri- 
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tional  requirements.  To  such  families,  the  war  has  brought  about 
certain  dietary  changes  which  have  proved  beneficial.  Unemployment  has 
practically  been  abolished,  higher  wages  are  being  paid  and  food  prices 
controlled.  Rationing  schemes  and  the  valuable  propaganda  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  towards  educating  the  public  as  to  the  wisest  choice 
of  foods,  have  tended  towards  ensuring  a  better  balanced  dietary  for 
all  home  meals.  The  opening  of  canteens  and  the  extension  of  school 
meals,  where  the  dietaries  are  carefully  planned,  have  also  played  their 
part  in  safeguarding  the  nation’s  nutrition.  Many  of  the  public  have 
also  started  their  own  allotments,  guided  by  the  knowledge  they  have 
acquired  from  information  supplied  by  the  Ministries  of  Food  and 
Agriculture. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  after  the  war  the  policies  adopted  by  these 
Ministries  will  be  continued,  since  it  has  undoubtedly  proved  to  be  a 
most  effective  policy  towards  advancing  the  public  health. 

7.  A  number  of  “  trickle  ”  evacuations  were  arranged  for  during 
the  year,  the  largest  parties  being  sent  following  the  severe  “  blitz  ” 
periods.  In  January,  following  the  late  December  bombing,  4,379 
children  were  examined  prior  to  evacuation,  whilst  as  a  result  of  the 
May  raids  a  total  of  9,519  children  were  examined  during  that  month. 

On  eight  other  occasions  throughout  the  year,  “  trickle  ”  evacuations 
were  arranged  for,  when  a  further  6,272  children  were  medically 
examined,  making  the  total  for  the  year  20,170. 

The  medical  arrangements  made  in  connection  with  these  evacuation 
schemes,  were  similar  to  those  fully  reported  in  the  1940  Annual  Report, 
and  they  continued  to  work  most  satisfactorily. 

Once  more,  the  Medical  Officer  would  like  to  express  his  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  willing  help  given  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service 
and  the  Air  Raid  Precautions  Ambulance  Service,  who  again  provided 
the  means  of  transport  of  these  occasions. 

As  a  result  of  the  final  medical  examinations  carried  out  the  day 
prior  to  the  children’s  departure,  it  was  found  necessary  to  cleanse 
9,219  so  that  they  might  be  sent  away  in  a  fit  condition. 

8.  The  Medical  Officer  is  indebted  to  the  Director  of  Education  for 
information  supplied  with  regard  to  certain  sections  of  this  Report 
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relating,  in  particular,  to  the  work  in  connection  with  the  Special 
Schools,  Provision  of  Meals,  and  Juvenile  Employment. 

9.  The  statistical  tables  required  by  the  Board  of  Education  con¬ 
cerning  the  work  carried  out  appear  in  Appendix  “A”  and  Appendix 
“B”,  but  a  summary  of  the  work  undertaken,  together  with  certain 
other  information,  is  here  given. 

GENERAL  SUMMARY  OF  V/QRK  CARRIED  OUT. 


1.  By  School  Medical  Officers  : — 

(a)  Medical  Inspections  : 


Public 

Elementary 

Schools. 

Higher 

Schools. 

Special 

Schools. 

Nursery 

Schools. 

Totals. 

Routine  Inspections 

32,478 

6,002 

22 

125 

38,627 

Speoial  Inspections 

45,532 

113 

10 

278 

45,933 

Re-inspections 

86,467 

226 

384 

— 

87,077 

Total  Inspections 

164,477 

6,341 

416 

403 

171,637 

(b)  Treatment  carried  out : 


Cases  of  miscellaneous  minor  ailments  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

...  14,353 

99 

99 

SC&blCS  •••  •••  ••• 

•  •  e 

•  •  • 

6,826 

9* 

99 

other  skin  diseases  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2,074 

99 

99 

eye  diseases  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1,155 

99 

99 

ear  diseases  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1,322 

Total  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

...  25,730 

2.  By  Specialist  Officers  : 


Treatment  carried  out : 


(a)  No.  of 

(b)  „  „ 

(C)  „  99 

(4)  „  „ 

(©)  »  99 


cases  of  defective  eyesight  treated  by  Oculists  at  Clinics  or 
ovra  rooms 

„  dealt  with  at  Aural  Clinics  . 

„  dealt  with  by  Surgeon  at  Orthopaedic  Clinics 

„  operated  upon  for  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  . 

„  treated  by  X-raya  . 


4,294 

883 

970 

153 

6 


Total  Treated  by  Specialists 


6,306 


3.  By  School  Dental  Officers  : 

Elementary  School  Children  treated  at  Clinics 
Special  and  Approved  School  Children  treated 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  cases  treated 


•  •• 


14,830 

267 

143 
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NUTRITION. 

10.  The  table  showing  the  classification  of  the  nutrition  of  children 
inspected  in  the  routine  age  groups  during  the  yeaT  appears  on  page  29. 
From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  6-82  per  cent,  were  regarded  as 
of  excellent  nutrition,  91-03  per  cent,  as  of  normal,  2-12  per  cent,  as 
slightly  subnormal,  and  -03  per  cent,  as  bad. 

Special  nutrition  surveys  were  carried  out  in  50  schools  at  the 
same  time  as  the  routine  inspections  were  being  carried  out.  In  these 
schools,  2,818  children  were  already  having  milk  (86  two  bottles  daily), 
140  both  free  meals  and  milk,  and  18  free  meals  alone.  152  children 
were  not  having  milk  either  because  no  scheme  was  functioning  at 
the  school  at  the  time  of  the  inspection  or  because  the  children  declined 
it  on  the  grounds  that  they  did  not  like  milk. 

As  a  result  of  these  surveys,  10  additional  children  were  recommended 
for  free  meals,  12  for  free  meals  and  milk,  and  351  for  milk  (31  for  two 
bottles  daily),  whilst  in  220  instances  the  medical  officers  reported  that, 
on  medical  grounds,  the  provision  of  free  meals,  free  milk,  or  both,  was 
no  longer  considered  necessary. 

PROVISION  OF  MEALS  AND  MILK. 

11.  Dinners  were  provided  for  Elementary  School  children  daily 
(except  Sundays  and  Christmas  Day)  throughout  the  year. 

School  Canteens  have  been  established  at  5  schools,  and  one  of  the 
Dining  Centres  which  had  been  closed  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  was 
re-opened. 


The  total  number  of  dinners  supplied  free  of  charge  was  308,885. 
The  number  of  individual  children  who  were  provided  with  dinners 
at  various  dates  were  as  follows:  — 


1941. 

No.  of  Individual  Children. 

Total. 

Free. 

On  Payment. 

January  . . 

1,098 

6G6 

1,070 

1,412 

97 

221 

280 

1,753 

1,195 

887 

1,302 

3,105 

May  . 

October  . . . 

December  . . 
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The  decrease  in  the  number  of  children  having  dinners  at  the  end 
of  May  was  due  to  the  heavy  enemy  air  raids  which  occurred  during 
the  first  week  in  May.  Three  Dining  Centres  were  temporarily  closed 
owing  to  damage  by  enemy  action. 

Milk,  under  the  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme,  was  not  provided  during 
the  school  holidays,  viz.,  one  week  in  each  of  the  months  of  January 
and  April,  and  two  weeks  in  October  and  December. 

The  total  number  of  milk  meals  provided  free  of  charge  during  the 
year  was  1,481,365. 

During  the  year  the  milk  contractors  were  unable  to  supply  the 
total  quantities  of  milk  required  owing  to  shortage  of  supplies  and 
difficulties  of  transport.  In  some  cases  they  have  supplied  the  milk 
in  bulk  owing  to  the  shortage  of  bottles  and  labour. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  children  provided  with 
milk  on  a  single  day  in  the  respective  months  during  the  year,  viz.:  — 


1941. 

No.  of  C 

hildren. 

Free. 

On  Payment. 

May  . . . . . . . 

3,440 

16,950 

October  . . . 

8,574 

47,304 

December  . . . 

8,675 

52,219 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

12.  The  following  Table  shows  the  work  carried  out  under  the 
dental  scheme  for  children  attending  the  Public  Elementary  Schools:  — 

TABLE  1. 


1939 

1940 

1941 

Number  of  children  examined  in  sohool  . 

54,600 

36,190 

37,739 

Number  of  children  requiring  treatment  . 

Number  of  cases  accepting  treatment  under  the 

43,386 

(79'4%) 

30,040 

(83*0%) 

29,691 

(78-6%) 

Dental  Scheme  . 

22,457 

(51-8%) 

18,172 

(60-4%) 

16,128 

(54-6%) 

Number  of  cases  treated  . 

22,388 

15,816 

14,830 

Number  of  schools  concerned . .  . 

105 

68 

115 
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13.  One  of  the  dental  officers  and  a  dental  attendant,  namely,  Mr. 
J.  Tyson  and  Miss  E.  M.  Wise,  were  seconded  to  the  Flintshire 
Authority  in  May  and  June  respectively,  to  assist  that  authority  with 
the  dental  treatment  of  Liverpool  evacuees. 

Opportunity  has  been  taken  of  this  arrangement  for  this  dental 
officer  to  carry  out  regular  inspection  and  treatment  of  the  children 
at  the  Colomendy  Camp  School,  which  is  in  the  neighbourhood,  in 
addition  to  the’ evacuated  children  in  the  county.  This  transfer  having 
still  further  depleted  the  staff  available  for  the  treatment  of  children 
remaining  in  Liverpool,  efforts  were  made  to  recruit  more  part-time 
assistance  and  Mr.  J.  Bell  agreed  to  give  some  part-time  assistance  to 
clinic  work  as  from  1st  September. 

14.  The  total  dental  staff  at  present  available  in  Liverpool,  there¬ 
fore,  is  now  the  equivalent  of  approximately  10  whole-time  officers  as 
compared  with  15  before  the  war. 

It  is  probable  that  several  more  whole-time  officers  will  be  called  up 
within  the  near  future.  With  the  demands  of  the  Services  and  with  the 
increasing  calls  upon  those  remaining  in  private  practice,  it  is  feared 
that  there  will  be  experienced  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  further 
assistance. 

The  response  among  the  parents  to  the  offer  of  dental  treatment  for 
their  children,  while  showing  a  decline  from  the  previous  year,  remains 
at  a  fairly  satisfactory  level. 

% 

EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT  CONDITIONS. 

15.  The  Aural  Clinics  have  been  functioning  regularly  throughout 
the  year  and  attendances  have  been  satisfactory. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  types  and  numbers  of  cases  treated  at 

these  clinics :  — 
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TABLE  2. 


Aural  Clinics. 

Nambor  of  children  who  attended  for  examination  and  treatment  ...  883 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  the  clinics .  .  3,468 


Defect. 

Total. 

Dry 

or 

Healed. 

Im¬ 

proved. 

No 

treatment 

given. 

Still 

under 

treatment. 

Failed 

to 

complete 

treatment. 

Referred 

to 

Hospital. 

Acute  Otitis  Media. . . 

81 

47 

— 

3 

6 

22 

3 

Suppurating 

Otitis  Media 

231 

126 

1 

17 

35 

46 

6 

Chronic  Suppurating 
Otitis  Media 

212 

57 

2 

3 

61 

80 

9 

Deafness  without 
Otorrhoea 

77 

— 

13 

16 

11 

23 

14 

Otalgia  and  other 
conditions 

86 

44 

1 

14 

3 

16 

7 

Nasal  Defects 

196 

3 

23 

23 

46 

79 

23 

Totals 

883 

277 

40 

76 

162 

266 

62 

61  Minor  operations  were  also  performed  at  these  clinics  for  the  removal  of  polypi,  etc. 


16.  At  two  of  the  aural  clinics  a  survey  of  the  records  of  607  otitis 
media  cases,  covering  the  years  1940  and  1941,  has  been  carried  out. 
It  was  found  that  in  50-9  per  cent,  of  the  cases,  the  disease  was  bilateral. 
In  490  of  the  cases  where  the  age  of  onset  was  known,  it  was  found 
that  the  percentages  coming  into  4  different  age  groups  were  as  follows : 


Age  in  Years. 
0—  2 
2—  5 
6—  7 
..  7—14 


Percentage. 

25*2% 

28-9% 

18-9% 

27-0% 


Although  these  clinics  are  available  to  pre-school  children,  the 
findings  show  that  whilst  54-1  per  cent,  of  the  cases  commence  during 
pre-school  years,  yet  only  14  per  cent,  of  those  attending  the  clinics 
are  of  this  age  group. 


17.  At  the  routine  examinations  of  the  public  elementary  school 
children,  the  number  found  to  require  treatment  for  unhealthy  tonsils 
or  adenoids  was  363,  which  represents  a  percentage  of  1*1  of  the 
children  examined. 
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Apart  from  the  cases  discovered  at  the  routine  examinations,  78  other 
children  were  found  to  require  treatment  for  one  or  both  of  these  con¬ 
ditions.  In  cases  where  the  school  medical  officers  were  uncertain 
whether  or  not  to  recommend  operative  treatment,  they  were  referred 
to  the  clinic  for  the  opinion  of  the  specialist.  Out  of  305  of  such 
cases  Mr.  York  advised  an  operation  in  212  of  them. 

18.  Arrangements  were  made  for  tonsils  and  adenoids  operations 
to  be  carried  out  at  the  Alder  Hey  Children’s  Hospital,  but  owing  to 
difficulty  of  obtaining  beds,  only  147  were  treated  during  the  twelve 
months. 

The  operations  were  as  follows:  — 


Tonsils  only 

10 

Adenoids  only 

7 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

...  130 

Total . 

...  147 

The  children  were  admitted  on  the  day  prior  to  operations  and 
discharged  two  or  three  days  after  their  treatment. 

DEFECTIVE  VISION. 

19.  The  number  of  children  with  some  defects  of  vision  found  at 
the  routine  examinations  of  the  second  and  third  age  groups  was  2,819 
(13-0  per  cent.)  but  only  1,200  of  these  (5-G  per  cent.)  required  treat¬ 
ment.  Amongst  the  entrants  456  were  suspected  of  having  defective 
vision,  405  of  whom  showed  evidence  of  squint.  In  addition  to  the 
cases  found  amongst  the  children  in  routine  age  groups,  1,117  were 
seen  as  special  cases. 

The  number  of  new  cases  treated  under  the  Committee’s  scheme  was 
1,037.  The  number  re-examined  at  the  clinics  was  2,633.  These  num¬ 
bers  do  not  represent  the  total  number  of  clinic  attendances,  since  many 
children  with  amblyopia  received  intensive  treatment,  attending  weekly, 
or  oftener,  over  extended  periods. 

20.  Under  the  arrangements  made  with  the  Hospitals  and  Port 
Health  Committee  for  the  treatment  of  squint  in  pre-school  children, 
194  children  were  exarhined  by  the  oculist  and  glasses  were  provided 
in  165  of  these  cases. 
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ORTHOPEDIC  SCHEME. 

21.  The  attendances  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinics,  which  showed  a 
decline  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  later  gradually  increased  and 
became  very  satisfactory.  In  some  instances  where  children  had  been 
irregular  in  their  attendances  at  the  clinic,  the  reason  given  was 
that  there  was  nobody  to  accompany  them  to  the  clinic  as  both  parents 
were  working.  The  total  attendances  for  the  year  were,  however,  better 
than  those  for  the  previous  year,  showing  an  increase  of  nearly  2,000. 

There  were  970  children  under  supervision,  433  of  these  being  new 
cases,  of  which  number  115  were  seen  at  the  Walton  Clinic,  158  at 
the  Everton  Road  Clinic,  and  160  at  the  Dingle  House  Clinic. 
Altogether  these  children  made  8,525  attendances,  either  for  examina¬ 
tion  by  the  surgeons  or  for  massage  or  exercises,  the  average  number 
of  attendances  per  case  for  massage  or  remedial  exercises  being  14-2. 


An  analysis  of  the  defects  treated  shows  that,  despite  war  conditions, 
there  has  been  no  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  rickets  requiring 
orthopaedic  advice  and  in  only  two  cases  of  rickety  deformity  was  an 
operation  considered  necessary. 


Arrangements  were  made  for  8  cases  to  be  admitted  to  hospital 
whilst  22  cases  were  referred  to  hospital  for  X-ray  examination. 


22.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  treatment  carried  out  at  the 
hospitals  on  the  cases  referred  from  the  clinics:  — 


Summary  of  Hospital  Treatment,  1941. 


Correction  of  deformities  of  feet  or  toes 
Tenotomies  or  stretching 
Osteotomies 

Treatment  of  tortioollis  by  operation  ... 


1 

1 

2 

4 

8 


23.  The  Child  Welfare  Association  assisted  the  parents  in  obtaining 
new  apparatus,  surgically  altered  boots,  repairs,  etc.,  in  770  instances, 
whilst  351  pairs  of  boots  for  wearing  with  apparatus  were  supplied. 
The  Association  likewise  assisted  the  work  by  supplying  cod  liver  oil 
and  arranging  for  convalescent  treatment.  The  Association’s  visitors 
also  undertook  the  following-up  of  cases,  882  visits  being  made  for  this 
purpose. 


24.  The  accompanying  table  shows,  in  detail,  the  work  carried  out 
at  the  clinics:  — 


TABLE  8. 

Cases  dealt  with  under  the  Orthopaedic  Scheme  during  1941. 
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MINOR  AILMENTS. 

25.  During  the  year,  18,904  cases  were  treated  at  the  Minor  Ailments 
Clinics,  necessitating  199,840  attendances  being  made  by  the  children, 
the  average  number  of  attendances  being  10-6  per  child. 

The  number  of  cases  reported  as  ringworm  of  the  scalp  was  24,  com¬ 
pared  with  22  during  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  6  were  treated  by 
X-rays  at  the  Belmont  Hospital  and  16  otherwise. 

26.  Scabies  is  still  on  the  increase,  8,984  new  cases  amongst  school 
children  being  reported.  There  were  discovered  242  cases  of  scabies, 
or  7-4  per  thousand,  at  routine  examinations,  as  compared  with  2-7  per 
thousand  in  1940.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  weekly  average  of  new 
cases  being  reported  was  nearly  300.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
the  number  of  health  visitors  employed  in  carrying  out  the  treatment 
of  scabies  was  6,  whereas  for  the  last  few  months  of  the  year,  this 
number  had  been  increased  to  33  and  would  have  been  still  larger  if 
facilities  for  treatment  had  been  available.  The  number  of  treatment 
centres  was  increased  from  four  to  six  and  the  number  of  baths  from  6  to 
30,  whilst  plans  are  in  hand  for  four  further  centres  which  will  increase 
the  number  of  baths  to  39.  At  these  centres,  6,826  school  children,  521 
adults  and  962  children  under  school  age  were  treated. 

The  benzyl  benzoate  treatment  has  been  used  except  on  a  few  occa¬ 
sions  when  it  was  not  available. 

Doctors  attend  regularly  at  the  clinics  to  supervise  the  treatment 

e> 

and,  in  this  connection,  carried  out  some  15,000  examinations. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  DEFECTS  AND  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR 

FOLLOWING-UP. 

27.  The  percentages  of  parents  attending  at  the  examinations  of 
their  children  as  entrants,  second  age  group,  and  leavers  were  80-4  per 
cent.,  54-8  per  cent.,  and  21-5  per  cent,  respectively.  The  percentage  for 
other  ages  was  301  per  cent. 

In  connection  with  the  following-up  of  cases  and  in  arranging 
appointments  for  treatment  35,922  notices  were  sent  from  the  office  to 
parents. 
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PARENTS’  PAYMENTS. 

28.  The  charges  made  by  the  Committee  for  the  various  forms  of 
treatment  provided  in  Liverpool  remain  as  stated  in  the  1938  Report. 


The  following  amounts  were  received  during  the  year  1941  as  parental 

✓ 

contributions  towards  the  cost  of  the  treatment  indicated. 


Defective  vision. .. 

Dental  defects  ... 
Tonsils  and  adenoids  ... 
Ringworm  of  the  scalp 


£  s.  d. 
886  18  10 
474  5  3 

80  7  6 
1  19  0 


Total... 


..£1,443  10  7 


CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG  PERSONS  ACT. 

29.  In  accordance  with  the  arrangements  made  under  Section  35 
of  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act  (1933),  medical  reports,  for 
the  information  of  the  Magistrates  in  the  Juvenile  Courts  at  Liverpool 
and  district  and  in  certain  reception  areas,  were  submitted  in  2,573 
cases. 


During  the  year,  177  cases  were  specially  examined  at  the  request 
of  the  Magistrates  and  39  of  these,  in  which  a  report  upon  the  mental 
condition  had  been  requested,  were  seen  by  those  school  medical  officers, 
who  are  approved  Certifying  Officers.  The  remaining  cases  were  exam¬ 
ined  at  the  Remand  Homes  by  Dr.  Finder,  who  saw  117,  Dr.  Roberts, 
who  saw  2  at  Hightown,  and  Dr.  Ruth  Dovey,  who  was  appointed 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Remand  Home  for  Girls  as  from  the  1st  October, 
1941,  and  who  saw  12  of  the  cases,  the  remainder  being  seen  by  the  school 
medical  officers. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

30.  During  the  year  a  total  of  3,101  children  (3,031  boys  and  70  girls) 
were  employed.  The  school  medical  officers  examined  068  children 
as  to  their  fitness  to  undertake  work  before  school  hours  and  in  18 
cases  certificates  were  refused  on  medical  grounds. 

During  the  year,  the  Sub-Committee,  dealing  with  the  licensing  of 
children,  granted  12  theatrical  licences. 
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EYERTON  ROAD  NURSERY  SCHOOL. 

31.  The  average  number  on  the  roll  for  the  year  was  approximately 
100,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  number  will  be  materially  increased 
in  the  coming  year.  Speaking  generally,  if  the  number  of  applications 
exceeds  the  number  of  available  places,  preference  is  given  to  those 
children  whose  mothers  are  engaged  in  war  work. 

The  children  were  kept  under  medical  supervision  and  provided  with 
dental  treatment,  as  also,  when  necessary,  with  minor  ailment,  ortho¬ 
paedic  and  eye  treatment  at  the  adjoining  clinics.  The  health  of  the 
children  is  regarded  as  being  well  up  to,  and  possibly  better  than,  that 
of  children  admitted  in  previous  years. 

UNCLEANLINESS. 

32.  The  school  nurses  made  455,748  examinations  of  school  children 
with  regard  to  cleanliness,  and  altogether  31,427  children  were  found 
to  show  some  evidence  of  verminous  infection  or  were  very  dirty. 
In  the  case  of  9,996  children,  statutory  notices  were  served  upon  the 
parents  owing  to  their  failure  to  cleanse  their  children  after  previous 
notification,  and  121  children  had  to  be  compulsorily  cleansed  by  the 
staff. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  made  at  the  six  cleansing  stations 
during  the  year  was  28,350,  of  which  number  28,274  were  on  account  of 
verminous  conditions. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

33.  At  the  routine  inspections  in  the  schools  there  were  discovered 
28  cases  of  tuberculous  glands,  and  31  cases  of  other  forms  of  tuber¬ 
culosis,  a  total  of  59  cases,  or  -18  per  cent.,  among  the  routine  cases 
examined. 

There  were  also  seen  at  the  inspection  clinics,  or  as  special  cases 
at  the  schools,  5  definite  or  suspected  pulmonary  cases,  and  9  cases 
of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  discovered  at  the  routine  examinations  is  less 
than  that  discovered  in  1940,  though  the  numbers  themselves  afford  no 
true  comparison,  but  the  incidence  rate  does  show  a  reduction  from 
■29  per  cent,  to  T8  per  cent. 
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All  the  cases  of  actual  or  suspected  tuberculosis  discovered  by  the 
school  medical  officers  were  referred  to  the  tuberculosis  officers  for 
examination.  The  number  of  references  so  made  was  70,  whilst  the 
Tuberculosis  Department  supplied  information  with  reference  to  542 
school  children  who  had  been  reported  from  other  sources  as  possible 
cases  of  tuberculosis.  Of  these,  232  were  new  cases  for  the  year  and 
172  were  reported  as  non-tuberculous. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  SCHOOLS. 

34.  The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  reported  amongst 
children  of  school  age  during  the  year  was  5,005,  this  being  an  increase 
of  1,274  cases  over  the  previous  year,  namely  3,731.  The  increase  was 
most  marked  in  the  cases  of  whooping  cough  (688  cases)  and  diphtheria 
(447  cases)  over  the  previous  year,  whilst  a  slight  increase  was  shown 
by  mumps  (158  cases)  and  chicken-pox  (127  cases).  Measles,  however, 
showed  a  reduction  of  121  cases  and  scarlet  fever  a  reduction  of 
25  cases. 

No  school  or  department  was  closed  during  the  year  on  account 
of  infectious  disease. 

As  in  previous  years,  arrangements  were  made  for  the  inoculation, 
against  diphtheria,  of  children  attending  the  infants’  departments  of 
the  elementary  schools.  For  this  purpose  visits  were  paid  to  44  schools. 
The  response  varied  considerably  in  different  schools,  but  taking  the 
schools  as  a  whole,  approximately  30  per  cent,  of  the  infants  attending 
were  inoculated.  The  total  number  of  school  children  inoculated  at 
the  schools  was  2,295.  In  addition,  a  considerable  number  of  children 
of  school  age  were  inoculated  at  the  two  immunisation  clinics  held  at 
the  Carnegie  Welfare  Centre  and  the  Norris  Green  Clinic. 

SCHOOL  PREMISES. 

35.  The  periodic  inspections  of  school  premises  by  the  school  medical 
officers  and  the  inspection  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  by  the  district 
sanitary  inspectors  were  continued  as  formerly. 

The  Surveyor  has  kindly  supplied  details  relating  to  all  the  improve¬ 
ments  made  in  connection  with  public  elementary  schools  during  the 
year,  which  may  be  summarised  as  follows  :  — 
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List  of  improvements  made  in  various  schools  during  1941  : — - 


Heating  arrangements 
Playgrounds 
Lavatories,  etc. 

r 

Alterations 


...  15  Schools. 

...  1  School. 

...  3  Schools. 

...  3  Schools. 


SPECIAL  SCHOOLS. 

36.  The  total  number  of  children  at  the  end  of  the  year  who  had 
been  certified  as  blind  was  26,  of  whom  15  were  attending  Wavertree 
School  for  the  Blind,  7  the  Homan  Catholic  School  for  the  Blind,  Bruns- 
wich  Road,  1  the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind,  London,  1  Court 
Grange  Special  School  for  the  Blind,  Abbotts  Kerswell,  South  Devon, 
and  2  Sunshine  House,  Southport. 


37.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  classes  for  partially-sighted 
children  were  being  held  in  the  following  Centres :  Birchfield  Road 
Council  School,  Christ  Church  C.E.  School,  St.  James’  Council  School, 
Underlea  Day  Open-Air  School  and  Fazakerley  Day  Open-Air  School. 
Owing  to  the  decrease  in  the  numbers  on  roll  and  transport  difficulties 
the  classes  at  the  Birchfield  Road  and  St.  James’  Council  Schools  were 
closed  during  the  year  and  their  scholars  transferred  to  the  remain¬ 
ing  classes  and  to  a  new  class  established  at  the  Grant  Road  Council 
School.  The  number  on  the  rolls  at  these  classes  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  43. 

38.  The  provision  for  the  education  of  deaf  children  remains  as 
reported  in  the  1940  Report.  Some  100  children  were  in  residence  at 
the  school  established  in  Birkdale,  and  50  were  in  attendance  as  day 
scholars  at  the  Crown  Street  School. 

39.  No  new  cases  of  epilepsy  were  admitted  to  residential  schools 
during  the  year  but  11  cases  who  had  been  previously  certified  were 
receiving  care  in  the  Home  for  Epileptics  at  Maghull. 

40.  The  Local  Authority  have  no  residential  provision  of  their 
own  for  delicate  children  but  have  an  option  on  36  beds  at  Torpenhow 
Open-Air  School  and  3  beds  at  the  West  Kirby  Convalescent  Home. 

41.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  432  children  on  the  rolls  of 
the  three  following  day  open-air  schools:  Fazakerley,  Underlea  and 
Margaret  Beavan. 
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42.  During  1941,  107  children  were  admitted  to  Alder  Hey  Hospital 
School  and  26  were  on  the  rolls  at  the  end  of  the  year.  At  the  three 
schools  in  the  reception  areas  which  are  being  conducted  as  special  resi¬ 
dential  schools  for  “crippled  children”,  there  is  accommodation  for  144 
children.  These  schools  are  Tyndwr  Hall  at  Llangollen,  Edward  Malam 
at  Deganwy,  and  Nant-y-coed  at  Llandudno  Junction.  A  number  of 
transfers  were  made  during  the  year  so  as  to  arrange  for  Tyndwr 
Hall  now  taking  boys  only,  Edward  Malam  girls  only,  and  for 
Nant-y-C'oed  to  take  all  the  cases  of  heart  disease.  The  Head  Teachers 
of  these  schools  have  all  submitted  full  and  descriptive  accounts  of 
the  children’s  activities;  reluctantly,  however,  these  have  had  to  be 
omitted,  owing  to  the  need  for  brevity.  They  all  speak  with  enthusiasm 
concerning  the  great  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  children,  with 
a  corresponding  increase  in  their  educational  progress. 

The  “crippled  children”  who  remained  in  Liverpool  numbered  257 
at  the  year’s  end  and  they  were  being  educated  at  three  schools, 
Crown  Street,  Major  Lester  and  Margaret  Beavan. 

43.  The  accompanying  return  shows  the  results  of  the  examinations 
made  by  the  Certifying  Officers  of  children  referred  for  admission  to 


schools  for  physically  defective  children:  — 

Certified  for  Day  Open-Air  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Certified  for  Day  Special  P.D.  Schools  . .  49 

Certified  for  Residential  P.D.  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Certified  for  Epileptic  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Postponed  for  further  trial  in  elementary  schools  or  for  treatment  ...  45 

Unsuitable  for  any  school  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .,.  ...  5 

Referred  for  Mental  examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

To  remain  in  elementary  school  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Total .  322 


44.  The  authority  has  no  residential  school  of  its  own  for  feeble¬ 
minded  children,  and  the  27  children  certified  as  in  need  of  this  type  of 
provision  are  divided  amongst  Ponteville  Roman  Catholic  Special 
School  (18),  Allerton  Priory  Roman  Catholic  Special  School  (8),  and 
Dovecot  Horticultural  School  for  Girls  (1).  For  evacuation  purposes, 
however,  two  special  schools  in  the  reception  area  are  being  run  as  resi¬ 
dential  schools  for  feeble-minded  children.  The  one  at  White  Heather, 
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Old  Colwyn,  accommodates  the  girls  and  the  younger  hoys,  whilst  that 
at  Crookhey  Hall,  near  Lancaster,  is  for  the  older  boys.  The  Head 
Teachers  at  these  schools  have  been  much  impressed  with  the  children’s 
improvement  in  health,  education  and  character  formation. 

There  were  288  feeble-minded  children  attending  the  Richmond  Day 
Special  School  and  the  special  classes  which  were  arranged  for  at 
Crown  Street,  Major  Lester,  Underlea  and  Fazakerley  Schools. 


45.  The  results  of  examinations  made  by  the  Certifying  Officers 
of  children  referred  for  ascertainment  of  their  mental  capacity  is  as 
follows : — ■ 


Certified  for  Special  Day  School  ... 

Certified  for  Special  Residential  School  ... 

Postponed  for  further  trial  in  ordinary  school  or  for  treatment 

Notified  to  L.M.H.B.  ...  . 

To  remain  in  elementary  schools  ... 

—  Total 


98 

6 

84 

24 

124 

336 


46.  The  routine  medical  examinations  and  the  general  medical  care 
of  the  special  school  children  in  the  reception  areas  is  carried  out 
by  local  medical  practitioners,  whilst  specialist  and  dental  treatment 
is  provided  either  under  the  Local  Authorities’  arrangements,  or, 
in  a  few  instances,  by  special  arrangements  made  in  the  reception  ' 
areas. 


All  the  medical  and  dental  facilities  of  the  School  Medical  Depart¬ 
ment  are  available  for  the  special  school  children  in  Liverpool,  and  the 
numbers  of  medical  examinations  carried  out  by  school  medical  officers 


were :  — 

Routine  examinations  . 

Re-inspections  . 

Special  inspections 

Total  ... 


«  •  •  •  •  • 


•  •  •  •  «  • 


•  e  c 


22 

10 

384 

416 


47.  Under  the  Committee’s  schemes,  53  cases  of  defective  vision  were 
treated.  In  addition,  3  children  were  operated  on  for  tonsils  and 
adenoids,  10  were  treated  at  the  aural  clinics  and  in  the  case  of  children 
suffering  from  crippling  defects,  full  use  was  made  of  the  facilities 
available  at  the  orthopaedic  clinics. 
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48.  The  following  Table  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  dental 

staff  of  the  School  Medical  Department  at  the  Special  Schools  and 
Sankey  Approved  School. 


TABLE  4. 

Dental  Treatment  at  Sankey  and  Special  Schools. 


Sankey. 

Special 

Schools. 

Total. 

Number  of  inspection  sessions . . 

2 

1 

3 

Number  of  treatment  sessions  . 

•••  ••• 

19 

8 

27 

Total  number  of  sessions 

•  •  •  •••  ••• 

21 

9 

30 

Number  of  children  inspected  ... 

231 

99 

330 

Number  of  ohildren  requiring  treatment 

109 

(47*1%) 

82 

(82-8%) 

191 

(57-8%) 

Number  of  ohildren  treated 

•  *  *  •••  «  e  » 

109 

158 

267 

Number  of  attendances  made  for  treatment. . . 

111 

158 

269 

Number  of  teeth  extracted 

150 

335 

485 

Number  of  teeth  filled . 

•••  •••  e  «  • 

60 

60 

Number  of  other  operations  . . 

30 

—  , 

30 

Number  of  administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  ... 

70 

157 

227 

49.  Pressure  on  the  Remand  Home  accommodation  continued  to 
increase  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  it  again  became  necessary 
for  the  Committee  to  add  to  the  existing  accommodation.  This  was 
done  by  transferring  the  Derwent  Road  Remand  Home  to  the  premises 
of  the  old  Woolton  Vale  School,  thus  increasing  the  number  of  places 
from  32  to  75.  Later  it  became  necessary  to  re-open  the  Derwent  Road 
premises  as  a  Remand  Home  for  Girls,  there  then  became  available 
accommodation  for  165  boys  (75  at  Woolton  Vale  and  90  at  Hightown) 
and  32  girls  (at  Derwent  Road). 

Local  medical  officers  for  the  two  Liverpool  Remand  Homes  and 
the  auxiliary  home  at  Hightown  have  been  appointed,  but  the  Com 
mittee’s  Certifying  Officers  continue  to  carry  out  special  examinations 
required  by  the  magistrates,  as  to  the  mentality  of  certain  cases. 
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The  health  of  the  boys  committed  to  the  Committee’s  Junior  Approved 
School  at  Sankey  continued  good,  apart  from  some  outbreaks  of 
scabies.  These  were  invariably  traced  to  new  admissions  and  to  boys 
who  were  allowed  on  leave  for  a  short  period. 

HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 

50.  The  arrangements  for  the  medical  examination,  following-up 
and  treatment  remain  the  same  as  reported  in  the  1938  Report. 

The  number  of  schools  visited  during  the  year  was  22,  and  the  num¬ 
bers  of  medical  inspections  carried  out  were  as  follows:  — 

Routine  cases. . .  ...  6,002 

Re-inspections  .  226 

Special  cases .  113 

The  number  of  routine  cases  having  defects  for  which  they  were 
referred  for  treatment  was  564  (9-3  per  cent.),  some  of  these  having 
multiple  defects.  Defects  of  the  nose  and  throat  were  noted  in  376 
children  (6-2  per  cent.),  ear  disease  in  142  (2*3  per  cent.)  and  organic 
heart  disease  in  71  (IT  per  cent.)  of  the  children. 

JUYENILE  EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU. 

51.  The  facilities  offered  by  the  Committee’s  Juvenile  Employment 
Bureau,  although  somewhat  dislocated  as  the  result  of  enemy  air  raids 
during  the  early  months  of  the  year,  were  fully  maintained  during  1941. 
It  was  found  necessary  for  reasons  of  economy  to  close  the  South  Branch 
Bureau  on  the  31st  March,  1941,  and  as  major  air  raid  damage  was 
sustained  by  some  of  the  Committee’s  premises,  the  North  Branch 
Bureau  was  vacated;  the  work  normally  carried  out  at  these  two  offices 
being  transferred  to  the  Central  Bureau. 

52.  As  far  as  staff  was  available  and  as  conditions  allowed,  School 
Conferences  were  held  throughout  the  year  at  Elementary  Schools,  and 
interviews  took  place  with  8,385  juveniles  (3,733  boys,  4,652  girls); 
1,382  parents  being  present  at  these  interviews.  Contact  was  also 
maintained  with  Junior  Technical  Schools  and  Central  Schools  and 
Classes,  as  a  result  of  which  200  juveniles  (137  boys,  63  girls)  were  inter¬ 
viewed  at  their  respective  schools,  and  given  appropriate  advice. 

53.  Movement  of  children  to  and  from  Reception  Areas  was  pre¬ 
valent  throughout  the  year,  and,  through  contacts  maintained  with 
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teachers-in-charge,  183  juveniles  (132  boys,  51  girls)  were  placed  by  the 
Bureau  on  their  return  to  Liverpool.  By  this  means  information  was 
also  obtained  that  325  juveniles  (100  boys,  225  girls)  were  remaining  in 
the  Reception  Areas  beyond  school-leaving  age,  in  the  large  majority 
of  cases  continuing  their  attendance  at  school.  By  enquiries  from  129 
families  to  which  some  of  these  children  belonged,  it  was  ascertained 
that  33  (15  boys,  18  girls)  had  returned  home,  80  (29  boys,  51  girls)  were 
still  in  Reception  Areas,  either  working  or  at  school,  and  the  remaining 
16  families  could  not  be  traced. 

54.  Registrations  for  employment  at  the  Bureau  during  the  year 
totalled  some  22,500  juveniles  (11,750  boys,  10,750  girls),  of  whom  6,500 
(3,200  boys,  3,300  girls)  were  dealt  with  direct  on  leaving  school.  In 
all,  some  5,000  (fairly  evenly  divided  between  the  sexes)  fewer  registra¬ 
tions  than  last  year  were  effected,  due  to  the  removal  of  juveniles  from 
the  city  and  to  the  comparative  ease  with  which  employment  could  be 
obtained  without  reference  to  the  Bureau,  although  in  many  cases  of 
this  kind  advice  on  employment  matters  had  previously  been  given 
to  the  juveniles  concerned  by  Bureau  Officers. 

55.  Employers  made  good  use  of  the  Bureau  service  by  notifying 
some  28,500  vacancies  (15,200  for  boys,  13,300  for  girls),  a  figure  4,000 
more  than  last  year.  Placings  by  the  Bureau  were  correspondingly 
higher,  some  23,400  juveniles  (12,400  boys,  11,000  girls)  being  assisted 
to  secure  employment,  chiefly  in  industries  connected  with  war-time 
manufacture,  offices,  shops  and  (in  the  case  of  boys),  building,  demoli¬ 
tion  and  repair  work. 

56.  The  weekly  “  Live  ”  Register  of  unemployed  juveniles  invari¬ 
ably  fluctuated  between  500/1,000,  except  for  a  period  following  the 
heavy  air  raids  experienced  in  the  early  part  of  May,  1941,  when  the 
figure  rose  to  some  2,000.  This  high  figure,  however,  was  only  of  three 
or  four  weeks’  duration  as,  when  possible,  many  firms  quickly 
re-organised  their  businesses,  either  in  the  same  premises  or  by  the 
acquisition  of  alternative  accommodation,  and  re-engaged  their  former 
workers,  whilst  many  juveniles  who  were  permanently  displaced  speedily 
secured  work  with  other  firms. 

57.  An  increase  in  the  work  of  the  Higher  Education  Section  of 
the  Bureau  was  experienced,  possibly  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
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it  was  necessary  for  all  applications  for  temporary  Government  service 
to  bo  made  at  the  Bureau  and  by  the  necessity  of  those  who,  in  normal 
times,  would  have  continued  their  education  by  means  of  professional 
pupilage  or  through  Universities  or  other  training  establishments, 
being  obliged  to  seek  immediate  employment  on  leaving  school.  Regis¬ 
trations  totalled  942  (509  boys,  433  girls);  about  100  more  than  last 


year,  of  whom  653  (368  boys,  285  girls)  were  registered  on  leaving  school, 
in  a  number  of  cases  after  a  previous  interview  by  a  Bureau  Officer  in 
their  particular  schools.  There  was  no  difficulty  experienced  in  finding 
work,  the  very  large  majority  of  applicants  being  quickly  settled  in 
employment,  chiefly  of  a  clerical  nature  and,  on  occasions,  the  demand 
for  such  applicants  exceeded  the  supply. 


58.  In  the  Special  Schools’  Section  of  the  Bureau,  registrations  for 
employment  numbered  239  (133  boys,  106  girls),  of  whom  110  (63  boys, 
47  girls)  were  dealt  with  direct  on  leaving  school  and,  in  some  cases, 
following  their  interview  by  a  Bureau  Officer  at  school.  As  might 
be  expected,  under  war-time  conditions,  placement  difficulties  pre¬ 
sented  themselves,  and  it  was  necessary  for  the  visitation  of  a  number 
of  employers  to  be  carried  out  before  these  handicapped  children  could 
be  assisted  to  the  full  extent.  By  this  means,  together  with  submissions 
being  made  to  vacancies  notified  direct  to  the  Buieau,  126  of  these 
particular  juveniles  (62  boys,  64  girls)  were  satisfactoi  ily  placed. 

59.  After-Care  “Open”  Evenings  were  not  held  during  the  year 
chiefly  for  the  reason  that  so  many  juveniles  were  required  to  work 
overtime  and  to  the  various  restrictions  placed  on  the  movement  of 
certain  workers. 


60.  Throughout  the  year  a  heavy  local  demand  for  juvenile  workers 
was  experienced  and,  as  a  consequence,  unemployment  was  nevei  of  long 
duration  in  the  case  of  any  boy  or  girl.  This  position  caused  a  big 
reduction  in  the  amount  dispersed  by  way  of  Unemployment  Insuiance 
Benefit  and  Allowances  and  also  necessitated  the  gradual  closing  of 
all  Junior  Instruction  Centres  established  in  the  city. 


61.  Recruitment  for  Training  Schemes  met  with  a  fairly  good 
response,  430  boys  and  4  girls  being  accepted  for  admission  to  Govern¬ 
ment  Training  Centres  (Engineering) ;  53  boys  for  Faun  Tiaining 
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under  the  auspices  of  the  Y.M.C.A.,  and  13  boys  for  Sea  Training  at 
the  Gravesend  Sea  School. 

62.  Experience  during  this,  the  second  year  of  the  War,  showed 
that  there  was  a  marked  tendency  among  a  small  percentage  of  juveniles 
to  give  no  thought  whatever  to  their  national  value  or  to  their  own 
future  prospects,  but  only  to  be  content  to  engage  in  some  form  of 
employment  providing  a  high  wage.  This  feature  was  most  evident 
in  the  case  of  some  boys  (16/17)  whose  opportunity  for  high  wages  was 
afforded  by  the  Building  Industry  following  the  heavy  bombing  of  the 
city,  and  many  of  this  class  of  youth  labourer,  when  becoming  unem¬ 
ployed,  would  not  seek  or  accept  work  of  any  other  character  that  did 
not  offer  a  similar,  or  in  some  cases,  a  higher  wage.  The  large  majority 
of  juveniles,  however,  were  imbued  with  the  higher  ideal  of  service 
and  remained  settled  in  their  employment  despite  the  possibility  of 
altei native  unskilled  work  at  a  higher  wage.  There  was  always  a  sur¬ 
plus  of  unfilled  vacancies,  generally  between  500 /_600,  recorded  at  the 
Bureau,  but  as  these  represented  the  requirements  of  almost  as  many 
individual  employers,  it  cannot  be  said  that  any  particular  industry 
suffered  an  appreciable  shortage  of  juvenile  labour. 

W.  M.  FRAZER, 

Medical  Officer  to  the 

Education  Authority . 


Appendix  A. 
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BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 
RETURNS,  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1941. 


TABLE  I. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  OF  CHILDREN  ATTENDING 
PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 

Number  oe  Inspections  in  the  Prescribed  Groups  : — 

IjiitrEnts  » . «  ■  i  *  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Second  Age  Group  . 

Third  Age  Group  . 

Other  Ages 

Total 

B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections . 

Number  of  Re-inspections  . 

Total 

TABLE  II. 


Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  During  the  Year 

in  the  Routine  Age  Groups. 


Age-groups. 

Number 

of 

Children 

Inspected. 

A 

(Exco! 

lent). 

B 

(Non 

. 

nal). 

C 

(Slig 

subno 

htly 

rmal). 

(I 

D. 

lad). 

No. 

0/ 

Jo 

No. 

0/ 

Jo 

No. 

0/ 

Jo 

No. 

0/ 

JO 

Entrants 

10,970 

511 

4.66 

10,211 

93-08 

243 

22  2 

5 

0-04 

Second  Age  Group 

9,485 

484 

510 

8,780 

92-57 

218 

2-30 

3 

003 

Third  Age  Group 

10,016 

1,093 

1091 

8,731 

87-17 

191 

1-91 

1 

o-oi 

Other  Routine 
Inspections 

2,007 

128 

6-38 

1,841 

91-73 

37 

1-84 

1 

0:05 

Total 

32,478 

2,216 

6-82 

29,563 

91-03 

689 

212 

10 

003 

10,970 

9,485 

10,016 

2,007 

32,478 


...  45,532 

...  86,467 

...  131,999 
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TABLE  III. 

Group  I. — Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  (Excluding  Uncleanliness, 

for  which  see  Table  V). 

Total  Number  of  Defects  Treated  or  under  Treatment  during  the  Year 

UNDER  THE  AUTHORITY’S  SCHEME,  25,736. 


Group  II.-— Treatment  of  Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding 
Minor  Eye  Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments,  Group  I). 


Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint)  . 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (excluding  those  recorded  in 
Group  I)  . 

No.  of  Dofects  dealt 
with  under  the 
Authority’s  Scheme. 

3,670 

10 

Total  . .  . 

3,680 

No.  of  Children  for  whom  spectacles  were  : 

(a)  Proscribed . 

2,786 

2,696 

(6)  Obtained  . 

Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Received  Operative  Treatment  under 
the  Authority’s  Scheme,  or  Clinic 

Received  other  forms 

Total  number 

or  Hospital. 

of  Treatment. 

treated. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

147 

— 

147 
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TABLE  IY. 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

(1)  Number  of  Children  Inspected: — 


(a)  Routine  Ago  groups 


Aged 

5  ... 

...  255 

6  ... 

...  3,804 

7  ... 

...  3,835 

8  ... 

...  3,742 

9  ... 

...  4,234 

10  ... 

...  4,077 

11  ... 

...  4,128 

12  ... 

...  4,087 

13  ... 

...  4,188 

14  &  over 

...  517 

(6)  Specials  . . . . . .  ,  ^  87^ 

(c)  Grand  Total  . . . . . . .  37  739 

(2)  Number  found  to  requiro  treatment  .  29,691 

(3)  Number  actually  treated  . . .  14.  339 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  .  22  784 

(5)  Half.days  devoted  to  gj^Total  ...  4,343 

*  Includes  1,387  sessions  in  which  a  Dental  Officer  acted  as  Anesthetist. 


(6)  Fillings : — 

S  Permanent  Teeth  . 

\  Temporary  Teeth  . . . 

.  4,497" 

j* Total  ... 

4,497 

(7)  Extractions  : — 

f  Permanent  Teeth  . 

\  Temporary  Teeth  . 

.  12,9161 
,  33,967 J 

'> Total  ... 

46,882 

(8)  Administrations  of  general  anesthetic  for  extractions 

15,607 

(9)  Other  Operations  : — 

f  Permanent  Teeth  . 

\ Temporary  Teeth  . 

7831 

> Total  ... 

783 

S 
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TABLE  Y. 

VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 


(1)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  tho  year  by  tho  School 

Nurses  .  g^ 

(16,954  sessions) 

(2)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by  School  Nurses  455,748 

(3)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean .  oi  497 


(4)  Number  of  individual  children  cleansed  under  the  Liverpool  Corporation 
Act  . . 


.28,350 


(5)  dumber  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  . 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-laws . 


Nil 

Nil 


TABLE  VI. 

BLIND  AND  DEAF  CHILDREN. 


(1) 

At  a  Public 
Elementary  School. 

A  (2). 

At  an  Institution 

other  than  a 

Special  School. 

(3) 

At  no  School 
or 

Institution. 

(4) 

Total 

not  receiving 
suitablo 
Education. 

Blind  Children  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaf  Children  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

Total  number  of  children  notified  during  tho  year  ended  31st  December, 
1941,  by  tho  Local  "Education  Authority  to  the  Local  Mental  Deficiency 
Authority,  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  (Notification  of  Children)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1928  . 


Appendix  B. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS. 


TABLE  I. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  CHILDREN  ATTENDING 

HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 

A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 


Number  of  Inspections  in  the  Prescribed  Groups — 


Age: 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

8  years 

21 

27 

48 

9  years 

26 

51 

77 

10  years 

69 

74 

143 

11  years 

379 

395 

774 

12  years 

656 

440 

1,096 

13  years 

630 

526 

1,156 

14  years 

612 

534 

1,146 

15  years 

515 

417 

932 

16  years 

218 

212 

430 

17  years 

91 

109 

200 

Totai . 

3,217 

2,785 

6,002 

B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ... 

Number  of  IIe-Inspections 


...  113 

...  226 


Total  . . . 


•  •  • 
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HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  II. 


Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during  the 

Year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups. 


Age-groups. 

Number  of 
Children 
Inspected. 

A 

(Exce 

llont). 

I 

(Nor: 

1. 

mal). 

fr  .  . 

C. 

(Slightly 

subnormal). 

D. 

(Bad). 

✓ 

No: 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

All  Routine 
Inspections  . 

6,002 

994 

10-6 

4,983 

83-0 

25 

04 

— 

— 
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TABLE  III. 

Group  I. — Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  (Excluding  Uncleanliness, 

for  which  see  Table  V). 

Total  Number  of  Defects  Treated  or  under  Treatment  during  the  Year 

UNDER  THE  AUTHORITY’S  SCHEME,  11. 


Group  II. — Treatment  of  Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (Excluding 
Minor  Eye  Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I). 


Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint) . 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (excluding 
those  recorded  in  Group  I) . 

Total  . . 

Number  o 

'  Defects  dealt  with. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Schemo. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

344 

57 

401 

344 

57 

401 

Number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(а)  Prescribed  . . 

(б)  Obtained  . . . 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

235 

234 

60 

56 

291 

290 

Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Received 
other 
forms  of 
Treatment. 

(3) 

Total 

number 

treated. 

(4) 

Under  the  Authority’s  Schemo, 
in  Clinic  or  Hospital. 

(1) 

By  Privato  Practitioner 
or  Hospital,  apart  from 
the  Authority’s  Schome. 
(2) 

1 

4 

— 

5 
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Appendix  C. 


LIVERPOOL  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

PHYSICAL  TRAINING  FOR  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 

CHILDREN  DURING  1941. 

1.  General. 

Physical  training  instruction  in  the  elementary  schools  of 
Liverpool  was,  during  the  first  five  months  of  the  year,  subjected 
to  extensive  interruptions  and  curtailments  owing  to  enemy  action ; 
but  from  June  onwards,  efforts  by  teachers  enabled  the  majority  of 
schools  to  return  to  the  regular  and  effective  performance  of  physical 
exercises,  organised  games,  and  swimming  instruction.  Severe  handi¬ 
caps  have  been  the  withdrawal  of  all  the  younger  men  teachers  for 
military  service,  and  the  dispersal  of  many  teachers  to  Reception  Areas, 
whilst  the  requisitioning  of  school  premises  for  civil  defence  and  other 
services  has  also  limited  to  some  extent  the  accommodation  available 
for  physical  training  instruction. 


In  spite  of  these  difficulties  and  restrictions,  the  teaching  of  physical 
exercises  in  accordance  with  the  Board  of  Education  Syllabus  in 
gymnasia,  school  halls  and  playgrounds  has  been  regular  and  has,  in 
most  cases,  maintained  a  satisfactory  standard. 


2.  Organised  Games. 

Facilities  for  organised  games  have  been  provided  for  some 
years  in  playing  fields  owned  or  leased  by  the  Education  Com¬ 


mittee,  in  playing  fields  on  school  sites,  and  in  certain  public  parks 
and  recreation  grounds  by  arrangement  with  the  Corporation  Parks 
and  Gardens  Committee.  In  the  summer  of  1939  (before  the  outbreak 
of  war)  approximately  300  acres  of  playing  fields  were  in  regular 
use  by  children  from  over  300  school  departments;  nearly  50,000  scholars 
visited  these  playing  fields  each  week,  subject  of  course  to  weather  con¬ 
ditions.  By  the  summer  of  1941,  some  150  acres  of  these  fields  had  been 
released  or  requisitioned  for  horticultural  or  other  war-time  emergency 
purposes;  on  the  other  hand,  the  school  population  showed  a  marked 
decline  as  a  result  of  the  evacuation  of  children  to  reception  areas, 
and  of  war  damage  to  homes  and  schools. 
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A  return  submitted  by  head  teachers  shows  that,  during  the  sivmitter 
months  of  1941,  over  18,500  children  were  receiving  coaching  and  prac¬ 
tice  in  various  organised  games  in  playing  spaces  other  than  school 
playgrounds. 

It  may  be  added  that  several  of  the  school  playing  fields  have  been 
let,  for  use  outside  school  hours,  to  approved  youth  organisations,  such 
as  boys’  and  girls’  clubs,  cadet  units,  etc.  ;  the  Committee  make  every 
effort  to  provide  a  maximum  of  open-air  playing  space  for  young  people, 
consistent  with  the  need  to  allow  each  field  a  certain  amount  of  “resting” 
time  to  retain  a  satisfactory  playing  surface. 

3.  Teachers’  Classes:  Men. 

With  the  co-operation  of  officers  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
a  course  in  physical  training  for  masters  in  secondary,  technical, 
central  and  senior  elementary  schools  was  held  at  the  Lambeth 
Road  Senior  School  from  the  30th  September  to  the  5th 
December.  This  course  (of  50  hours  extending  over  10  weeks) 
was  intended  primarily  for  masters  who,  by  reason  of  age,  were  not 
then  liable  for  military  service  ;  the  curriculum  was  specially  designed 
for  non-specialist  men  of  35  years  of  age  and  over,  and  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  time  was  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  methods  of  teaching,  and 
practice  in  teaching.  21  Liverpool  teachers,  and  26  teachers  from 
neighbouring  Authorities  attended  this  course. 

Immediately  afterwards,  a  special  two-day  course  of  instruction  in 
boxing,  wrestling  and  minor  team  games  suitable  for  inclusion  in  the 
regular  schemes  of  physical  education  in  boys’  schools,  was  enthusi¬ 
astically  attended  by  24  Liverpool  teachers  and  17  from  other  Authorities. 


Teachers’  Classes:  Women. 

A  course  of  training  (12  lessons)  for  selected  women  in  the 
Liverpool  district  wishing  to  take  the  National  Test  for  Leaders  of 
Recreative  Training  was  organised  from  March  to  June,  1941.  The 
Central  Council  of  Recreative  Physical  Training  co-operated,  and  their 
leaders  took  the  course.  The  results  justified  the  work  for  this  difficult 
test — nine  qualified. 
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In  September,  another  course  (consisting  of  three  groups  of  10  lessons 
each)  was  commenced.  The  first  section—"  Modern  Dancing  ’’—was  well 
attended,  though  the  impression  left  was  that  such  a  course  was  of 
insufficient  length  to  train  teachers.  The  second  and  third  sections 

of  the  course  follow  on  in  1942. 


4.  School  Camps. 

Five  holiday  camps  for  school  children  wrere  organised  by 
teachers  during  the  midsummer  holiday  period  of  1941,  when  7  leaders 
and  135  children  received  grants-in-aid  from  the  Committee.  Difficulties 
of  food  rationing,  travelling  and  accommodation  were  successfully 
overcome  by  the  organisers,  and  the  children  enjoyed  a  happy  and 
healthy  holiday. 


5.  Evening  Play  Centres. 

The  Committee  found  it  impracticable  to  provide  evening  play 
centre  facilities  during  the  winter  months  1940-41.  An  experimental 
scheme  was,  however,  launched  in  September,  1941,  when  centres  were 
opened  in  four  elementary  schools  on  new  suburban  housing  estates. 
From  this  small  beginning  the  Education  Committee  have,  with  the 
encouragement  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  the  Ministry  of  Labour, 
provided  a  further  twelve  centres  which  are  now  meeting  regularly, 
and  are  playing  a  useful  part  in  the  care  of  children  of  women  war 

workers. 


6.  Swimming  Instruction. 

As  in  previous  years,  facilities  for  school  swimming  practice  have  been 
provided  by  the  Liverpool  Corporation  Baths  and  Wash-houses  Com¬ 
mittee  to  the  fullest  extent  possible,  limited,  of  course,  by  temporary- 
closures  while  repairs  were  being  effected  after  damage  to  buildings 
and  interference  with  water  and  heating  supplies. 


Details  of  the  attendances  of  school  children  at  the  Corporation 
Public  Baths  in  1941,  for  both  swimming  practice  and  for  private  wash¬ 
ing,  are  given  below:  — 
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Swimming  Plunges. 

Swimming  Plunges. 

Slipper  and  Spray. 

Slipper  and  Spray. 

Attendances. 

Summer  Months, 
1941. 

April,  May,  June, 
July,  Aug.,  Sept., 
Oct. 

Winter  Months, 

1941. 

Jan.,  Feb.,  Mar., 
Nov.,  Dec. 

Summer  Months, 
1941. 

April,  May,  June, 
July,  Aug.,  Sept., 
Oct. 

Winter  Months, 
1941. 

Jan.,  Feb.,  Mar., 
Nov.,  Dec. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

jacon  Street  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

182 

— 

123 

— 

irroughs  Gardens 

7,092 

717 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

>mwallis  Street  ... 

566 

152 

1,131 

55 

— 

— 

— 

- — • 

lonaldson  Street  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

188 

— 

186 

arold  Davies  . 

11,912 

3,259 

1,952 

229 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

:3nsington . 

— 

— 

— 

__ 

205 

220 

228 

173 

ster  Drive  . . 

491 

101 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

i:>dge  Lane  . 

4,971 

2,087 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5  argaret  Street  . . . 

6,151 

763 

4,114 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.  cton  Road  . 

1,566 

395 

— 

— 

— 

— 

188 

— 

-aeens  Drive  . 

2,584 

870 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

t)eke  Road  . 

6,715 

3,849 

2,669 

845 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i  iebie  Street  . 

7,172 

579 

2,703 

234 

— 

— 

— 

— 

eatminster  Road 

3,771 

1,192 

999 

209 

— 

— 

— 

— 

illiam  Roberts  . . . 

oolton . 

8,099 

1,664 

5,344 

630 

1,409 

614 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

etherfield  Road  ... 

— 

- — 

— 

71 

— 

— 

62,754 

19,938 

14,977 

2,200 

387 

479 

539 

359 

>s _ 

_  _  J 

V  _ 

J 

J 

82,692 

V _ 

17,177 

8 

66 

8 

98 

_ _ > 

Gkaj^d  Total,  101,633 


